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WHO WE ARE
Midlands Science is a not-for-profit organisation working to progress 
engagement with STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths) in the Midlands of Ireland. Our goal is to inspire the creative-
thinkers and STEM professionals of the future and this cannot be 
achieved without the continuing and invaluable support of our 
partners. Every company that requires a STEM-skilled employee base 
or has a genuine enthusiasm for promoting greater public 
understanding of the role of technology and science in our daily lives, 
has a role to play in this vision. Our extensive education and outreach 
programmes reach an average of 16,000 people directly per annum 
and our work has been independently and positively evaluated and 
found to be impactful, creative and innovative. 

Funded by a mixture of public, philanthropic and private partners, 
our objective is to grow awareness of the value of STEM in our region, 
bringing international best practice to the fore and creating relevant 
and fruitful opportunities for all those who engage with us. Midlands 
Science is highly passionate about inspiring future generations to 
engage in STEM subjects which is not only crucial for a young 
person’s educational development, but to the future of  
Ireland’s industries.

Science Education is a very important subject 
in the primary curriculum and we are always 

looking for innovative ways to bring science to 
life in the classroom. By fostering an interest 

in science at an early age the foundations are 
laid which can then be built on as the child 

progresses through primary school and transfers 
to secondary school. With your support the  
future of STEM subjects is looking bright.”

Bridget Clear, Principal



In order to reach audiences who may 
not have an opportunity to visit us in 

person, it is important for us to collaborate 
with organisations such as Midlands Science. 

This partnership has worked very effectively and 
has helped us to share our knowledge and resources 
with more young people in the Midlands, especially 
with those who would encounter significant access 

barriers in accessing museum events.”

Siobhan Pierce,  
National Museum of Ireland

WHY WE DO IT
The importance of science and technology disciplines for the 
future well-being of Ireland’s and this region’s economy is 
critical, but there is still an unquestionable lack of available 
skills in these fields. Midlands Science has a strong 
commitment to bringing science to as many people as 
possible, particularly those least likely to engage and therefore, 
working with local development organisations, youth centres 
and DEIS schools is critical. Finding more audiences, 
particularly in under-represented categories and empowering 
them with the skills to succeed is very important to us and we 
are always looking to develop relationships with new and 
diverse communities.



HOW WE DO IT
We aim to build public awareness of the importance of science 
in everyday life and to increase dialogue about science and 
technology throughout the Midlands. Through our network 
of expert scientists and skilled speakers we try to provide as 
many opportunities as possible for people of all ages and all 
backgrounds to have direct interactions with real science. Our 
aim is to grow interest in STEM by presenting high-quality 
educational and entertaining events. We provide year-round 
STEM related outreach to primary and secondary school 
students in addition to running our annual festivals such as the 
Midland Science Festival in November as well as activities for 
Maths Week, Engineers Week and Tech Week. Our work is 
informed by the concept of Science Capital, which shows that 
the variety and quality of interactions a person has with 
science in their life informs their life-long relationship with 
science in terms of further education and career choice. We 
are conscious that some groups of people find it more difficult 
to engage with science and we address this through how our 
work is delivered in the Midlands.

We’ve been fortunate to be part of Midlands Science 
events over the past few years and it has had such 

an impact on students in considering further studies 
and careers in science.  Our pupils have limited 

opportunities to meet with third level students who 
are the role models for STEM careers, so by hosting 
presentations on specific areas of study, it gives an 
opportunity to generate students’ interest in studies 

on science beyond Leaving Certificate.”

Patricia White, Guidance Counsellor,  
St. Brendan’s Community School



HOW TO GET INVOLVED
Midlands Science continues to receive support for its 
work from national institutions such as Research Ireland 
and The Ireland Funds and this is further strengthened 
by companies and foundations who wish to play a role in 
supporting STEM outreach in the Midlands. Companies 
are increasingly seeing the benefits of partnerships in 
STEM outreach and how these alliances can support their 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) strategy objectives 
and support STEM skills promotion and development. 
Our STEM outreach work, festival and education 
programmes also offer volunteering opportunities for 
employees to participate in STEM engagement. We can 
work with you to reflect your company CSR vision, 
ensuring that you get the best possible ROI for 
involvement, based around your specific 
objectives and pillars. 

It is very important to Integra 
LifeSciences to continue to play a role in 

creating awareness around science education 
and science-based careers and also in promoting 

the message that science is so important in our 
day to day lives. By working with Midlands Science in 

providing informative career talks to second level students 
or sponsoring interactive, hands-on workshops for younger 

pupils, we hope that Integra can contribute towards the 
overall objective of inspiring more and more young 

people to consider science when it comes to  
future subject and career choices.”

John O’ Donovan, Plant Manager,  
Integra LifeSciences Ireland Ltd



WORKING TOGETHER,  
WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Focused Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) projects can 

make a meaningful impact in local communities with specific 

focus on promoting STEM education. This will ensure we have an 

engaged society and a high-skilled workforce, which forms part of the 

Government STEM Education Policy 2017-26. Working with us will enable 

you to enthuse young talent and encourage curiosity, reach new audiences 

in the Midlands region and beyond, increase your interactivity with STEM 

with all ages both in person and virtually and open STEM experiences up to 

diverse groups who might otherwise never have engaged with STEM. Midlands 

Science events also provide a great platform for volunteering opportunities for 

your staff. This could involve engaging in hands-on or practical activities with 

pupils or at events or skills-sharing at outreach workshops where volunteers share 

their professional STEM knowledge to benefit secondary level students who are 

thinking about their future careers.

The organisation is currently managed by a voluntary board of trustees and 

it also has an independent expert advisory group including representatives 

from UCD, DCU, Accenture, Cpl, Maynooth University, RSCI and Regional 

Skills Midlands.  Midlands Science has a robust and transparent 

approach to its work with strategic partners, informed by a strong 

evidence of impact base and a solid track record in project delivery 

and meaningful collaboration.

The TY Engineering Experience 
organised by Midlands Science was 

one of the highlights of my TY year. It was 
practical & engaging, especially the site visits 

to local engineering companies. What I particularly 
enjoyed was the insight given of the various engineering 

disciplines. Before this, I was looking at a number of 
career paths and having spoken to the Engineers 
during the Engineering Experience I realised that 

engineering is definitely the career for me.”

Ruari Hickey, Coláiste Mhuire, Mullingar



OTHER HIGHLIGHTS...
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• RReesseeaarrcchh  IIrreellaanndd  OOuuttssttaannddiinngg
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• SSiiggnnaattoorryy  ttoo  IICCTTRR  GGuuiiddiinngg  PPrriinncciipplleess oonn
FFuunnddrraaiissiinngg

• SSiiggnnaattoorryy  ttoo  EEuurrooppeeaann  CCoommmmiissssiioonn’’ss PPaacctt  ffoorr
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Contact us: 
Pauline Nally
Business Development Executive
pnally@midlandsscience.ie
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Contact us:  Pauline Nally  •  Business Development Executive  •   pnally@midlandsscience.ie


